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Iron ore is also found in this region, but it frequently occurs
apart from coal, and the present output is inconsiderable. Never-
theless, its existence has facilitated upon the coalfields the develop-
ment of an important metallurgical industry, much of the ore for
which has now to be brought from a distance. Le Creusot, St.
Etienne, St. diamond, and other towns are all engaged in the pro-
duction of iron and steel, and some ofthe best French steel comes
from this region. Le Creusot is the centre of large ordnance
manufactures.
Textile industries are situated in a few more or less scattered
localities. St. Etienne is the commercial centre of the silk ribbon
industry; electric power is extensively used and the ribbons are
manufactured in small workshops, scattered over hill and valley
within a radius of twenty or thirty miles; Roanne, on the
Loire, is engaged in the production of cotton and woollen goods.
Limoges is noted for the manufacture of china, Clermont-Ferrand
and Montluc.on for pneumatic tyres, Thiers for cutlery, and Vichy
for mineral waters.
THE ARMORICAN MASSIF is in its general character a region
of Primary rocks, its most striking feature being its tendency to
rise towards the ocean as the two belts of ancient schists and
granites, which run through the country from the east towards
the west, converge upon one another. These uplands separate
three lowland districts, one of which lies along the north coast,
one in the centre, and one along the south coast. The uplands are
generally infertile and unproductive, while hi the lowlands good
and bad lands alternate. The coastal plains, where marine deposits
provide excellent fertilizers, are carefully cultivated, and, in the
northern one, much attention is paid to market-gardening. In the
basin of Rennes and around the lower Loire considerable quantities
of wheat axe grown, but buckwheat is the principal cereal of Brit-
tany, In the north, in the "bocage normand" of north-west Nor-
mandy, and in the south, in the "bocage vendeen" of north-west
Poitou, softer schists provide good grazing grounds intermingled
with woodlands. The. humidity of these districts makes them
especially suitable for cattle, and it is instructive to note that the
Armorican region^ as a whole has over one-fourth of the cattle, but
only about one-twenty-fifth of the sheep, of the whole of trance,
IB Normandy, on the borders of the Massif, there is being opened